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DARTER. Anhingarufa. 50pairs? Severalbirdsseenincubatingin a deadtree.
GREY HERON. Ardea cinerea. Under 30 pairs? Two nearly-fledgedyoungseen.
PURPLE HERON. Pyrrherodiapurpurea. 100pairs? Many fledgedyoung clambering
about.
GREAT WHITE EGRET. Casmerodiusalbus. Several hundred pairs? Young mostly
fledged,but somestill in down.
YELWW-BILLED EGRET. Mesophoyxintermedius.Severalhundred pairs? Young of
variousstages.
BLACK HERON. Melanophoyxardesiaca. 50 pairs? Large fledgedyoung wandering
about.
LITTLE EGRET. Egrettagarzetta. 200pairs? Young seen.
BUFF-BACKED HERON. Bubulcusibis. A bird in full breedingplumageseen,but no proof
of actualbreeding.
SQUACCO HERON. Ardeola ralloides. 100 pairs? Many streakyjuvenileswandering
about.
NIGHT HERON. Nycticoraxnycticorax. A few hundredpairs? Many spottyjuveniles
walkingor flyingabout.
OPEN-BILL STORK. Anastomuslamelligerus.A fewhundredpairs? Nestswerescattered
overa considerableareaandmainlyhadyoung.
SACRED IBIS. Threskiornisaethiopicus.50pairs? Nestshaddownyyoung,for themost
part.
GLOSSY IBIS. Plegadisfa1cinellus. Fivepairs? Onenestcertainlyoccupied;perhapstwo.
AFRICAN SPOONBILL. Plataleaalba. 50pairs? Young at variousstages.
NOTES ON THE EAST AFRICAN PORCUPINE
(Hystrixgaleata)
By c. A. SPINAGE, F.Z.S.
The CommonPorcupineis generallyreferredto as adaptingan old ant-bear
hole.or somethingsimilarfor itshome. In thewriter'sexperience,however,theyare
extremelycarefuland painstakinghome-builders,the sitesoftenbeingcarefully
chosenonawell-drainedslope. My observationshaveall beenconfinedto burrows
in exoticeucalyptuswoodlandwhichtheyseemto favour. The holesare often
excavatedverydeeply,ascanbe seenfromtheamountof earththrownup which
mayrunintoseveralhundredweightsin somecases.
A simpleburrowseemsto consistmerelyof twoentrances,butin placeswhere
theanimalisconsiderablypersecutedbyAfricansperiodicallyattemptingtosuffocate
it bysmoking,theburrowmaybeextremelycomplex,havingasmanyasfiveseparate
entranceholes. The onedepictedin Fig. A alsohada holethatwas quitewell
concealedin theundergrowth(inset)andwithoutanytracksgoingnearto it. This
mayhavebeenan air holeor perhapsthegroundhadmerelycavedin whenthe
tunnelwasbeingexcavated.
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Holestunnelledin flatgroundareoftendugoutagainafterheavyrain.
In partsof SouthMrica theporcupineappearsto havecave-likelairsin which
it makesbonecollections:I haveonlyon oneoccasionfounda pieceof boneneara
holethatI haveexamined.Whetherthishabitisduetocalciumdeficiencyorwhether
thebonesaremerelytooth-sharpenersis not yetknown. I placedsomecalcium
carbonateoutsideaporcupine'sholetoseeif it attractedtheoccupant,butit appeared
not to takeanynoticeof it, thecalciumbeingscatteredby its walkingthroughit.
Theporcupinedoesnotappeartobesuchawhollynocturalanimalasisgenerally
supposed:I havecomeacrossonesittingin theundergrowthin theafternoonin a
quietpatchof forest,andin thesameareaonemorninga friend'sdogflushedone.
Yet anotherobservereportsseeingone walkingaboutin the afternoonin the
MathewsRangeof theNorthernFrontierDistrict. This is, however,theexception
ratherthantherule,as from my observationsI havefoundthattheydo not stir
from theirburrowsuntil aboutnine to half-pastat night. Perhapsthe parents
sometimesstayoutsideduringthedaywhentheyhaveyounginside,a habitthatis
commonwiththeBat-earedFox.
The quill tipsaresmooth,unlikethoseof its Americancounterpartwhichare
saw-edged,andoncestuckinto an animal'sfleshgraduallywork themselvesdeeper
anddeeperwitheachsuccessivecontractionof themuscle.
Theextentandcomplexityof someof theburrowscanbestbeseenbyreference
to the accompanyingsketchesand the followingdescriptions.The dottedlines
aretheanimal'smaintracks,treesin closeproximityonlyareshown.
Fig. A.
Al andA2 arethemainholes,A2 being17feetfromAl andaboutsevenfeet
higherup. A3 is a small,freshlyexcavatedhole,A4 is a smallonethathasbeen
stoppedup by Mricans. A5 is a holethathadbeenstoppedup by Africansand
freshlyopenedby theporcupine.A6 is a stopped-upone,andA7 is theair-hole,
or cave-in,alreadyreferredto, theinsetshowsthepassageof thetunnelwhichwas
somefour feetwideandtwo feetdeep. The holesgenerallywereabouttwo feet
wideandoneanda halffeetdeep. A8 is alsoa stopped-uphole. As canbeseen,
thedistancebetweentheholesis considerable,andmusthaveinvolveda greatdeal
of excavation.The arrowat theextremeleft pointsto a furtherseriesof smaller
holeswhichareprobablythoseof a Giant Rat. The otherlargearrowsindicate
theslopeof theground.
Fig. B.
This showsa simpleburrowof two entrancesin an undisturbedareaon flat
ground. B3is a defrecatingspot.
Fig.C.
CI is themainhole. C2 wasnot in use,ascouldbe seenfromthecobwebs
anddetritusin frontof it. C3 is anotherholenot in use,35feetfromC2. There
is no indicationthatthisis partof thesameburrow,however,excepthatthereare
no otherholesnearto it. C5 likewiseis a smallholenot in use,39feetfromCl.
C4 wasnot in use. The shadedareasrepresenttheearththrownup, in thiscase
theremusthavebeennearlya tonexposed.
Fig. D.
Thisshowsanoldburrowthatdidnotappearto bein use,it wassituatedabout
43yardsfromC.
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